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beyond.     How   could   they,   with   their   closely
clinging prejudices, be made the bearers of glad
tidings to  Samaritans  and Gentiles whom they
hated and despised ?    They were ready to  call
down fire from heaven upon them;   they were
wholly unready to preach to them the gospel of
the kingdom of God.    And, still further, is it not
reasonable to suppose that the limitations which
at this stage Christ both imposed and observed
were only prudential and temporary and with a
view to the wider development which history was
soon to reveal ?    cc Give me a fulcrum for my
lever," said the old Greek mathematician, " and I
will move the world.5'    And it was in Judaism that
Jesijs  sought the fulcrum for the lever of His
gospel.    Or, to change the figure, just as a military
commander,  bent  on  the   conquest  of   a   great
territory, will  resolutely restrict himself,  in  the
earlier stages of his campaign, to the securing of a
safe and strong base of operations, and will do this
just because it is the conquest of the whole country
that he is planning, so in the beginning did Jesus
limit Himself to one small land, only that in the
end His disciples might win their way to the
uttermost parts of the earth.

2. Our second difficulty is of a more serious and
embarrassing character, and cannot be disposed of
so readily. It arises from the application to our